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SECRET MOSCOW 6635 

EXDIS 

TEHRAN FOR THE SECRETARY EROM TOON 

E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UR US 

SUBJECT: VANCE/GROMYKO TALKS IN GENEVA 
REE: (A) STATE 107417 (TOSEC 040239), (B) SECTO 44065 

1. 1 CALLED ON GROMYKO AT NOON TODAY FOR THIRTY MINUTES TO DISCUSS 
GENEVA SCHEDULE PER REFTELS. 

2. HIS COMMENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

-HE ARRIVES GENEVA TUESDAY MAY 17 

-HE AGREES TO 1 100-1200 ENMOD SIGNING CEREMONY ON MAY 18 BUT WILL 
NOT REPEAT NOT MAKE A PRESS STATEMENT ( T WILL NOT SAY A WORD"). 

INSTEAD HE WILL DISTRIBUTE TO PRESS TWO PAGE STATEMENT ON SIGNIFICANCE 

SOVIETS ATTRIBUTE TO AGREMENT. TO SAVE TIME HE ALSO HOPES TO AVOID 
GETTING INTO LENGTHY CONVERSATIONS WITH MINISTERS OF THIRD COUNTRY 
SIGNATORIES; HE PLANS SIMPLY TO SHAKE HANDS. 

-INSTEAD OF ADJOURNING AT NOON TO NEARBY ROOM "UNDER UN ROOE", 
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HE PREFERS BRIEF SIGNING CEREMONY FOR BILATERAL US-USSR SPACE AGREE- 
MENT (WITH PHOTOGRAPHS) AT SOVIET MISSION THAT AFTERNOON THEN 
START BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS IMMEDIATELY. I NOTED THAT YOU WOULD 
BE PLEASED TO HOST EIRST BILATERAL SESSION AT US MISSION BUT WOULD 
GLADY ACCEPT HIS OFEER TO HOST FIRST SESSION. GROMYKO SAID IT 
WAS LOGICAL FOR HIM TO BE FIRST HOST SINCE ACCORDING TO HIS RE- 
COLLECTION, KISSINGER HOSTED LAST BILATERAL IN GENEVA. 
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-HE PREFERS TO START WITH SALT "WHICH IS NUMBER ONE QUESTION IN 
EYES OF PUBLIC" AND TRADITIONALLY CONSUMES MUCH TIME, THEN MOVE ON 
TO MIDDLE EAST DISCUSSION. (I NOTED YOUR PREFERENCE FOR STARTING 
WITH ME BUT SAID I WOULD REPORT HIS PREFERENCE). 

-IF TALKS CAN BE COMPLETED BY MAY 19 HE WILL RETURN TO MOSCOW MAY 
20. HOWEVER, IF NECESSARY, HE IS READY TO EXTEND TALKS THROUGH MORNING 

OF MAY 21 BUT HE MUST RETURN TO MOSCOW LATER THAT DAY. 

- AS HE INDICATED TO DOVRYNIN, HE STRONGLY PREFERS TO AVOID 
CEREMONIAL SOVIAL FUNCTIONS AND MAXIMIZE TIME FOR SUBSTANTIVE DIS- 
CUSSIONS. "AT THE END OF THE TALKS WE COULD RAISE A GLASS OF 
CHAMPAGNE, SHAKE HANDS AND SAY GOODBY." I SAID THIS ACCORDED WITH 
YOUR OWN DESIRES. 

3. SEPTEL ON GROMYKO'S REMARKS ON SALT AND MIDDLE EAST FOLLOWS. 

TOON 
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NNN 
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